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as a guide to the church in the work she had to do in the world (p. 198); 
the aim of the Greek book is apologetic, it being intended to convince 
unbelievers that Jesus was the Christ. In this latter Godet seems to us to 
have somewhat seriously missed the mark. In discussing (pp. 168 ff.) the 
apparently contrary attitudes of the book in reference to the perma- 
nence of the law, he approaches what we believe to be the true view, 
viz., that the aim of the author is, on the basis of the demonstration 
that Jesus is the Christ, to show that, the Jews having rejected their 
Messiah, the kingdom has ceased to be Jewish and has become a king- 
dom for all the world ; but after all he fails to grasp it clearly and, when 
later he comes to state the purpose, misses it altogether. There is, we 
believe, no evidence that the book was intended for non-Christian Jews. 

The section dealing with miracles is unsatisfactory, and that which 
discusses the supernatural birth would much better have been omitted 
altogether. The latter, if not also the former, damages a good cause 
with false distinctions and false assumptions. Even if Godet is right 
in his premises, as we do not believe he is, it is bad apologetics to 
defend his conclusions, which we believe to be in the main correct, by 
arguments which so utterly fail to appeal to men of this generation. 

Taken as a whole, this is a book of great strength and of great 
weakness. The author has learning, imagination, a good degree of 
insight — though right here, too, he fails at times — and a most attractive 
style. But he lacks in ability to weigh both sides of a case. Occa- 
sionally he grossly misrepresents an opponent's position through fail- 
ure to understand him (see, e. g., pp. 16, 17). Oftener he understands 
his opponent's position, but too easily convinces himself that he has 
demolished it and established his own. 

The translation is, in the main, good. But we note a few infelici- 
ties and errors. Mr. Affleck has several times used "after" where the 
sense is evidently "according to;" says "yet seven" for "seven 
others;" " behind date" for "out of date;" and has a fondness for 
the expression "in fine" that becomes wearisome to the reader. 

E. D. B. 



Babylonians and Assyrians: Life and Customs. By Professor 
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This volume is the first of a series of "Handbooks in Semitics" 
under the editorship of Professor J. A. Craig, of the University of 
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Michigan. It was very natural to assign this subject to Professor 
Sayce, whose long career as an Assyriologist, familiarity with the litera- 
ture ancient and modern, brilliant powers of combination and exposi- 
tion, and a popular reputation for omniscience in this field, together 
mark him out as a worthy " inaugurator " of such a series, and as 
peculiarly fitted to write on this subject. 

The book is a perfect encyclopaedia of information on the life and 
customs of the Assyrians and Babylonians. Topics such as the Family, 
Education, Slavery, Trade, Wages, Government, Law, War, Religion, 
are handled with amplitude of knowledge, vivacity, and vigor. Nowhere 
within the same space have so many facts been gathered together. 
Original documents are given as proof in a multitude of cases. Large 
employment is made of the contract and letter literature, of which only 
a first-hand knowledge could avail itself. 

The following criticisms are suggested as worthy of consideration : 
(1) An index of subjects treated is omitted. It could have been pre- 
pared with little effort and would have increased the value of the book 
tenfold. (2) References should be given to sources quoted and in con- 
firmation of statements made. While the readers of this book will not 
be limited to scholars, yet they will be only persons specially interested 
in oriental history and life, and such readers demand something more 
than mere positive assertions unsupported by authorities. (3) The 
book bears evidence of too much haste in preparation. In addition to 
the absence of an index, there are misprints like Arijch for Arioch and 
/anca for franca. The topical arrangement suggests the rapid throw- 
ing together of material with little sense for logical order, e. g., the 
putting together in one chapter of " Education " and " Death." There 
is also much repetition. 

The editor has shown good sense and courage in correcting some 
of Professor Sayce's erroneous conclusions, particularly that about 
Pater Scheil's discovery of Chedorlaomer on the monuments. He 
would have been justified in going much farther and calling attention 
to other points of view and assertions of the author which more careful 
and sober scholarship has not approved. Still, on many accounts, we 
are grateful for this compact and useful volume, and congratulate, not 
only the world of students interested in oriental life, but also the editor, 
upon this auspicious beginning of the series, and upon the series as a 
whole, undertaken under American direction. 

G. S. G. 



